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Congressman Randy Forbes Will Speak at a Ceremony Dedicating the Revitalization of One of Smithfield’s Oldest Affordable Housing Complexes
Smithfield, Virginia – On Monday, June 12 at 10:00 a.m. Congressman Randy Forbes, Community Housing Partners (CHP) and Main Street Baptist Church will host a dedication ceremony to celebrate a newly renovated multi-family residential community in Smithfield.  

Held at 513 Main Street, Congressman J. Randy Forbes will join with local and national partners and funding agents, as well as the residents of Church Manor Apartments to commemorate the revitalization of a 50-unit apartment community for very-low income residents.  Along with Congressman Forbes, speakers include Charlie Famuliner, Director of Virginia’s Multifamily Project Center for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and Maggie Lias, a resident of Church Manor.  Following the dedication will be a tour of the property and light refreshments.
Main Street Baptist Church began securing renovation costs for the subsidized rental units through federal loans and grants, but still needed additional funds for the $2.8 million project.  Much of the apartment complex was condemned and completely unlivable.  Some of the residents of Church Manor have lived at this complex for almost 30 years, so there are elderly and handicapped individuals living in these conditions.  Improvements included replacing roofs, plumbing, flooring and windows, as well as removal of asbestos and lead paint.  
CHP partnered with Main Street Baptist in 2004 in order renovate the complex.  The exterior enhancements complement the historic design of the neighborhood, since Church Manor near Smithifield’s downtown historic district.  

The completion of this project really was made possible not only through the partnership of a faith based organization and a non-profit affordable housing organization, but also through local, state, and federal partnerships.  In particular, HUD, VCDC, VHDA, DHCD, Smithfield Police, Town of Smithfield, Isle of Wight County, and funding partners such as Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta, BB&T, Fannie Mae, and NeighborWorks America.

Community Housing Partners Corporation (CHP) is a 501(c)(3) community development corporation established in 1975 to serve the needs of low income individuals in Virginia and Florida. Our mission is to strengthen communities and create opportunities for the people we serve by assisting individuals with their housing, economic and social needs. We provide sustainable, affordable housing, resident services, homeownership opportunities and wealth building programs to our residents. Through public and private partnerships, CHP works to enable people and communities to become self-sufficient, successful and sustainable.

During 100+ years of ministry to the community, Main Street Baptist Church remains the only Baptist congregation of African-Americans within the town limits of Smithfield. The church has been on this present site since 1974. The parsonage is located on an adjoining property to the church. Immediately surrounding the church and parsonage is Church Manor Apartments, a fifty-unit apartment complex inhabited by low income families. Still further behind this complex is Covenant Place Apartments, a forty-unit housing complex for the elderly and physically challenged. Both housing projects are the result of the Church’s relationship as sponsor, (HUD) being the supporting agency. The church has employed the services of manage each housing project. Separate boards of Directors comprised of members of Main street Church Administer and develop policies for the projects. Church members are residents; however, residency is not reserved exclusively for the membership of the church.
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